Benicia Literary Arts Guild

Meeting Minutes, Executive Board

Date: DECEMBER  8, 2011

Place: Benicia Herald Conference Room

Agenda: Carolyn Plath, interim President

Attendees: Carolyn Plath, Jim Stevenson, Lois Requist, Marc Ethier, Joe Rafac, David Badtke and Josanna Berkow

Revision History:

1. Original created by Josanna Berkow on1/8/2012

2. Edited by Dave Badtke on 1/12/2012 with input from Carolyn Plath and Lois Requist

Prior minutes from 10/13/11 meeting were approved

AGENDA:

1. POETRY ANTHOLOGY

Lois updated all on Poetry Anthology, completing copy for submission to Jim for publication.

This from Lois on 1/9/12: Saturday, April 28th from 2-4

p.m. will be when the book is available and most of the poets will be

there. Not sure if they will read or not. 

2. UPDATE ON POETRY READING

Carolyn updated on the Julia Vinograd and Jan Steckel Poetry Reading Sunday, December 11, 2:00 pm at Arts Benicia presented by Benicia Litereary Arts Guild. Reading by Julia Vinograd and Jan Steckel. Julia Vinograd has published 57 books of poetry and received the American Book Award of the Before Columbus Foundation. Julia Steckel has published over 100 poems and short stories and been nominated for the Pushcart prize.

     3. GRANT POSSIBILITIES

Carolyn reported on Valero and Marc on Chevron. Carolyn’s update was that we (the Guild) would not meet Chevron's eligibility requirements.

     4. UPDATE ON NEGOTIATIONS WITH ARTS BENICIA


Jim, Carolyn and Lois reported that following previous meeting with Larnie Fox, Director of  Arts Benicia (AB) about the merger of BLAG with the non-profit Arts Benicia, the AB Board had met, discussed and rejected the idea of a merger. The previous suggestion form BLAG had been to come into AB as a separate committee of AB devoted to literary arts Benicia Literary Arts Guild and Arts Benicia as a separate AB Committee with control over its own budget. The AB Board renewed its previous decision to focus solely on visual arts and in any event could not agree to allow any committee separate budget control.

Larnie expressed good wishes and support for BLG and hope for continued shared projects such as the December 11th Poetry Reading.

     5.  PROPOSAL TO MERGE WITH CARQUINEZ REVIEW

David and Sanna published a literary journal many years ago called The Carquinez Review. Shortly thereafter, they created a nonprofit corporation (501 ( c)(3)) of the same name with the idea of publishing additional work. Although they maintained the non-profit corporation, they did not publish further journals although they did hope to do so in the future.  

The goals of the two groups appeared similar as previously envisioned:

Carquinez Review:
· CR is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, dedicated to the belief that our lives and communities are enriched when we remember our stories and art, when we chronicle our past, present and hopes for the future, and when we create lasting records that celebrate who we are and what we dream.

The draft of the Benicia Literary Arts Guild’s mission:
· To encourage, support, edify, and promote writers in all genres. We seek to engender writers’ creativity and bolster their skills.

· The Guild strives to be viewed as a premier support of writers and showcase for quality writing in Northern California.

· Created to serve a broad community of writers, the Guild strives to provide a network of affiliated support services to writers including writers’ groups, workshops, seminars, reader reviews, editorial review, publication, marketing and promotion.

· Because we value the fellowship of writers, our work comprises activities that provide opportunities for writers to share with and learn from each other. Writers within the Guild’s sphere of influence will benefit from our collaborative kinship and network of support.

· Standards of review in our society of writers seek to move emerging and established authors from good to better, and better to best.

The main differences appeared to be BLAG’s  focus on establishing and helping maintain a community of writes and CR’s focus on using writing along with other arts to tell  the stories of our community.  

After a spirited discussion of what would be required to make the two organizations one, since the two missions seemed to overlap and complement one another so well and the Carquinez Review was already a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit, it was determined that the officers of CR simply needed to vote to include everyone in attendance on the CR Executive Board.

This vote was easily accomplished by Sanna and Dave, and the new organization, focused on promoting literary arts and community in a fashion that still needs to be formulated, was created.

Relying primarily on BLAG board members present, the merged group, who now needs to come up with a name and formal statement of purpose appointed the following board members and officers:

· Carolyn Plath: Board Member (who could not be persuaded to continue as President)

· James Stevenson, Board Member (who could not be persuaded to be appointed as an officer)

· Lois Requist: Board member (who could not be persuaded to be appointed as an officer)

· Joseph Rafac, Board member and Chief Financial Officer

· Marc Ethier,  Board member and Vice President

· Dave Badtke, Board member, co-president and secretary: 

· Josanna Berkow, Board member, co-president: 

     6. RELATIONSHIP WITH VACAVILLE TOWN SQUARE

Jim reported on the previous meeting with this group, expressed some concerns bout future partnership and will draft a proposal for consideration at the next board meeting.

     7. NEXT BOARD MEETING

January 12, 2012 at Sanna and Dave’s house, 285 W. K St. 7:00 pm and confirm Board meetings on 2d Thursday each month thereafter.

